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Solar-constant measurements, averaged over SMM’s 96-minute orbital period, are plotted
from the time of launch in February, 1980, until pointing accuracy was lost in December.
The large dips are produced by sunspots. All illustrations are provided by the authors.
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These solar-constant measurements, obtained from February, 1980, until July, 1982, show
a continuous decline of about 0.04 percent per year, apparently unrelated to sunspot max-
imum in 1980-81. Whether this will influence Earth’s climate remains to be seen.
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